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GROWING BRACHIARIA GRASS
Direct sowing seeds in the field
More meat milk and eggs by and for the poor
Brachiaria grass can be grown in dierent climates but grows best in areas with 
medium–high rainfall. Brachiaria grass is nutritious and produces a lot of forage, 
between 250–300 bales per acre of cut grass.
Brachiaria grass can be planted using three methods. These are:
 Direct sowing of seeds in the field.
 Sowing seeds in nursery and transplanting seedlings in the field. 
 Planting using vegetative splits from growing Brachiaria grass.
  Prepare enough land for your animal needs or the available planting material before   
 rains begin. This will ensure the weeds are dried.
  Brachiaria grass should be planted in a well-prepared seedbed since the seeds are very  
 small
  Make shallow holes (1-2 cm) at 30cm apart between hills/hole and 45 cm between rows
  Therefore, it is usually advisable to harrow the field to get a desired fine seedbed.
  If there are notorious weeds e.g. couch grass spray with herbicide such as Round-Up to  
 kill the weeds before ploughing.
  Apply NPK or DAP fertilizer at 200 kg/ha = 80kg/acre
  Use seed rate of 8 kg/ha which is 3.2 kg/acre
  Place 4-5 seeds per hole i.e. pinch with two fingers 
The seeds should not be buried below 2 cm of depth.
 Brachiaria grass can also be established from splits
 Prepare land as if you are transplanting seedlings in the field (described above)
 Planting splits should be done after rains and the soil is wet enough (2-3 days of raining)
 Remove splits from healthy growing Brachiaria grass together with its roots and attached soil. 
  Take care not to damage roots or remove attached soil as this reduces changes of survival of the roots
 Use a spacing of 30 x 45cm to plant splits.
Disadvantage: It is difficult and need more people because splits are bulky especially if you are planting a 
large piece of land.
Planting using vegetative splits from growing Brachiaria grass
Sowing seeds in nursery and transplanting seedlings in the field
1. Measure the nursery 
area, ensuring it’s 1x5m 
and double dig nursery to 
a fine seedbed. Raise 
seedbed high by 0.5 m
2. Make the furrows < 2 
cm deep along the row 
at a spacing of 15 cm.
3. Drill 0.5 kg of seeds, 
evenly in furrows and 
cover lightly with soil. 
Ensure seeds are 
covered by the soil and 
mulch with grass.
4. Cover the 
seedbed with 
shed.
5. Remove the 
grass mulch 
after 5–7 days 
when 
germination 








6. Gradually remove 
shade covering the 
seedlings from week 
3 to allow in more 
light. Seedlings will 
be ready for 
transplanting within 
4–6 weeks.
7. Dig holes 25 x 50 
cm in the field and 
transplant during wet 















































































  A mature cow weighing 400 kg requires per day  
 an amount of the equivalent of 3% of its live   
 weight expressed in dry matter.
  On fresh basis it means the cow can eat about  
 80 kg of fresh Brachiaria grass daily
  If feeding Brachiaria hay, a mature cow  would  
 take about 12 kg of Brachiaria hay every day   
 (about one bale of Brachiaria hay per day).
  Inspect the field one week after transplanting   
 and replace the seedlings that have died.
  Brachiaria grass can overcome weeds well   
 once it is well established. However, farmers   
 will need to control weeds manually in the    
 early stages of growth.
  To maximize regrowth, top-dress with organic  
 manure or nitrogenous inorganic fertilizer    
 (80-60kg /acre /year).
  During the growing period inspect the crop for  
 any pests and diseases. Red spider mites and  
 shoot borers are common pests that attack   
 Brachiaria grass. Work to keep plants healthy   
 and the areas around the crop free of weeds   
 to keep red spider mites away. Also, make   
 sure plants have enough water. The water will  
 help keep the red spider mites away as they   
 prefer very dry environments.
  Brachiaria grass does not have to be planted   
 every season. Once established and managed  
 well Brachiaria grass can be productive for up  
 to 10 years or more.
 The stage of harvesting will differ according to different climates. But  generally,  
 Brachiaria grass will be ready for first harvest after 3 months after establishment.  
 Thereafter, under cut and carry and with good rains a harvesting interval of 6   
 weeks (40-45 days) intervals is feasible depending on climate.
  Practical advise to farmers is to harvest when flowering starts to set in. Quality of  
 forage starts to drop after flowering begins.
  Cut the grass at a height of 5-10cm above the ground using a machete or a    
 sickle. A motorized brush cutter can also be used.
  When harvested at the right stage Brachiaria stems are soft and the cow  can eat  
 everything even without chopping. When harvested late, Brachiaria grass    




































Remember to provide clean 
drinking water all the time.!
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